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Far from the winter cold, the island of St. Martin is the 
ideal place to come as a couple or with your family 
to recharge your batteries and take advantage of the 
sunshine on its 37 beaches. 
In this newsletter, we’ll take a look at the island’s 
Christmas traditions, which will make you already want 
to spend your next holiday season on the Friendly Island. 
You’ll discover how you can take to the seas for an 
adventure-packed day of big-game fishing.

You’ll also find some useful tips about restaurant-packed 
Anse Marcel Beach, souvenirs made in St. Martin to take 
home with you, and some local practices to help you get 
to know St. Martin better. 
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A TASTE OF LOCAL LIFE

The Chanté Nwel tradition
Chanté Nwel is a West Indian tradition practiced during 
the period between All Saints’ Day and Christmas. Every 
weekend until December 24th, families and friends gather 
together to sing old and new versions of Christmas songs. 
This cultural phenomenon also extends into the public 
sphere, making it a veritable social ritual. 

The organizer of the event will open his or her doors to 
you for a food or cash donation. Songbooks with the lyrics 
are handed out. Over time, songs from popular French 
collections have had verses or choruses in Latin and 
Creole added to them. Between two rounds of singing, 
you’ll be able to taste typical seasonal dishes like pâtés 
salés (small savory pastries), Christmas ham, and ti’ punch 
for deep dive into West Indian culture! 
Christmas in St. Martin: A unique experience. 



Atelier OLDA
When Loïc Ouled got to St. Martin four years ago, he found the island 
lacking in original, artisan souvenirs for tourists. With a decade of 
woodworking experience behind him, he decided to launch a 
digital production workshop specializing in custom 
engraving and cut-outs. He has been working with 
laser cutting and engraving different materials 
for the last year. 

His favorite medium, wood, is a central 
element in his creations, but Loïc 
Ouled also works with faux leather, 
fabric, glass, and even cardboard. 
He transforms these recyclable 
materials into keychains, magnets, 
coasters, and bracelets, original 
souvenirs with a nod to St. Martin. 
Loïc Ouled designs his own logos, 
so his gifts are 100% unique and even 
customizable upon request.
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Where to find Atelier OLDA creations:
In Grand Case at Voilà and Sea You
In Marigot at MerSea
In Hope Estate at the diving club Bubble Shop
On Facebook and Instagram @AtelierOLDA



LOCAL TIME

Gone fishing
If you are a fishing enthusiast, take advantage of your stay 
on St. Martin to spend a wonderful day at sea with Dexter 
Boat Charter. Accompanied by Christophe, your private fishing 
instructor, you’ll be given great professional advice to help 
you hone your skills. He’ll take you to the best fishing spots 
around and provide you with quality equipment to use. 

Trolling, angling, longline fishing, bottom fishing, jigging…
anything you want is possible! And most importantly, you might 
just have the thrill of hooking the catch of your life, because 
the waters of St. Martin are full of enticing species. Tuna, sea 
bream, and black kingfish all make for a succulent meal! 

Christophe Van Kerrebroeck
Lady Fish Road, Delta Petroleum Gas Station, Sandy Ground
Website: www.dexterboatcharter.com
Facebook: Dexter Boat Charter



Anse Marcel is a beautiful 
sheltered bay with calm water 
and white sand. People come 
here for the peace and quiet and 
to see the sea turtles, but also for 
the bay’s restaurants. The Anse 
Marcel Beach Resort welcomes 
you right on the beach, where its 
small individual pavilions provide 
an amazingly private experience. 
The resort's restaurant owes 
its fame in particular to its chef, 
Florian Mercadier, who trained 
under the Michelin-starred 
chef Jacques Maximin. His 
Mediterranean cuisine with West 
Indian influences highlighting 
local products earned him the 
Gault and Millau chef of the year 
award. 

Since the end of 2020, another 
spot on the bay has been 
delighting visitors’ tastebuds. 
Del Arti Ristorante, located near 
the Anse Marcel marina, offers 
homemade Italian cooking. 
Discover traditional Italian flavors 
made using fresh, seasonal, high-
quality products. Don’t forget to 
try the restaurant’s own freshly 
made pasta!

Anse Marcel and its restaurants 

Anse Marcel Beach Resort
Tel.: +590 690 26 38 50 
Website: www.ansemarcelbeach.com
restaurant@anse-marcel-beach.com

Del Arti Ristorante
Tel.: +590 690 73 66 53
Facebook: Del Arti Ristorante
delartisxm@gmail.com

TIME TO EAT!



RECIPE

Saint Martin-style
pork ribs

a gourmet treat
Pork ribs are an institution on St. Martin! They can be enjoyed in all the island’s typical restaurants, 
known as “lolos.” Give their barbecue ribs a try! Once you’ve tasted them, you won’t be able to live 
without them! 
A simple but oh-so-tasty dish

HERE’S AN EASY RECIPE TO TRY AT HOME
Prepare a marinade using a good amount of BBQ sauce, the onion and six cloves of garlic, finely chopped, and the juice of one 
lime. Let the meat marinate for 2 hours. Grill the pieces of meat on the barbecue. Serve with plain or Creole rice. 

INGREDIENTS

H 2.2 LB PORK RIBS 
CHOPPED INTO 
PIECES
H 1 ONION
H 6 GARLIC CLOVES
H 1 LIME 



The best places to 
eat spiny lobster

Useful
TIPS

One of St. Martin’s many pleasures is 
being able to eat freshly caught seafood. 
Spiny lobster is one species in particular 
that flourishes in the waters surrounding 
the Friendly Island. Many restaurants 
serve them grilled straight from the sea. 

You can select your own lobster out of a 
tank at restaurants like Océan 82 and the 
Bistro Caraïbes in Grand Case, or get your 
feet in the sand to choose right out of the 
lobster pot at the two restaurants on Pinel 
Island. 

The best chefs on the island know how 
to associate this lobster with many other 
flavors to make a sophisticated dish. 
La Villa and Le Pressoir in Grand Case, and 
the Astrolabe in Orient Bay are among 
the beach restaurants offering spiny 
lobster on their menus. You can also eat 
it grilled or barbecued at a lolo or with an 
international twist in Orient Bay!



Dominoes: A Caribbean cultural institution

Among all the Caribbean pastimes, the seemingly peaceful game of dominoes is 
at the top of the list. Games often start out calmly enough, but can get pretty lively 
as they go along! There is a real popular enthusiasm surrounding this game, while 
card games are played a bit less. On St. Martin as in other places, domino matches 
are battled out on little tables in front of houses, contributing to the streets' lively 

atmosphere. 

Players divide up the 28 pieces without leaving a stock. At the beginning of 
the match, the trick is to order and group the seven numbered pieces 

in a single hand. Then, with a brisk clack, the dominoes are 
played out on the table. In the end, the player 

who has no dominoes left wins. 

Did you know?



St. Martin
Tourist Office
10 Rue du Général de Gaulle 
Marigot 97150 St. Martin
Tel.:  +590 590 87 57 21
e-mail: contact@st-martin.org

@iledesaintmartin @discoversaintmartin
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