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my fabulous
month of July

ST. MARTIN 
TOURIST OFFICE

 NEWSLETTER.

In July and August the waters of St. Martin are at around 
82°F. It’s hot and sunny. And it’s also the season when the 
sea turtles lay their eggs.  In this newsletter you’ll find out 
more about what sets St. Martin apart. We’ll also give you 
a few tips on where to buy local spices on the island and, 
as always, where to go for lunch or for a day trip by boat.

Also in July, don’t miss the festivals in Marigot and Grand 
Case, for an immersive experience in the local culture. 
Last but not least, we’ll tell you about Oswald, the world-
famous singer from St. Martin who shines a spotlight 
on the island through his videos shot right here on the 
Friendly Island. 

July



THIS MONTH’S HIGHLIGHTS

Every year, the Marigot Festival takes place alongside the 
commemoration of the storming of the Bastille on July 
14, 1789. Following a ceremony at the Catholic church of 
Marigot, the traditional Bastille Day parade is held on the 
streets of St. Martin’s capital. Wreaths are laid at the War 
Memorial and speeches are made to close the official 
ceremony. Then the fun and games begin! The program 
generally includes traditional activities, yacht races, running 
races, musical entertainment, and fireworks. For the whole 
day, Marigot puts on a party and flies the colors of the 
French Nation.

Every year on July 21, St. Victor’s Day, the old fishing 
village of Grand Case hosts its annual festival. It's a 
chance to honor the memory of the famous abolitionist, 
Victor Schœlcher , who was born on July 22, 1804. 
The festivities get underway with a traditional religious 
ceremony devoted to Victor Schœlcher at the Catholic 
church, followed by the parade and official speeches. The 
rest of the day is then filled with musical entertainment 
and sports activities which also continue all evening: a bike 
race, traditional games, a treasure hunt, concerts, and so 
on. The party remains in full swing until the fireworks are 
launched from Grand Case Bay.

Drinks, tapas, and musical entertainment every Thursday evening at the Waï (Orient Bay) | Breakfast with musical 
entertainment every Saturday morning at the Rainbow Café (Grand Case) | Karaoke night every Saturday at the Yellow Sub 
(Orient Bay) | Jam session every Saturday evening at L’Instant (Grand Case) | Creole brunch with musical entertainment every 
Sunday morning at the 978 Sanctorum (Rambaud)

Events Calendar

July 14 and the Marigot Festival

The Grand Case Festival



NEW

Oswald is back with a new video
The Haitian singer born on St. Martin has just released a 
new album entitled “Option”. The album includes 15 songs 
including duets with the likes of Bamby, J. Perry, Sael, and 
Stony. 

To mark the release of this album, the St. Martin Tourist 
Office is funding the production of two of Oswald’s videos, 
filmed on the island, which showcase the landscapes 
of the Friendly Island. The first video, for “Ride it” 
performed with the singer Bamby, is available online on 
YouTube: http://y2u.be/XXBapsRAlnQ. The vast sandy 
stretches of Orient Bay, the tranquil waters of Friar's Bay, the 
colorful streets of Grand Case, and the romantic setting of 
Red Bay are just a few of the sublime surroundings chosen 
by this leading artist of the Caribbean music scene.



A day on the water
A lovely luxury raft has just dropped anchor in Anse Marcel Bay. The 
Radeau Bleu is a private, 530 ft² floating platform that beckons you to 
bring your family or friends for a unique day 
of relaxation, surrounded by turquoise 
water and breathtaking scenery.

To get there, you’ll take a kayak or stand-
up paddleboard from Anse Marcel 
Beach, while the staff transport your 
bags by dinghy. Then all you’ll have 
left to do is spend the rest of the day 
unwinding. Inflatable paddleboards, 
canoes, kayaks, a giant cooler for your 
picnic, a waterproof portable speaker, 
masks and snorkels, beach mats, and 
floating seats... It’s all at your disposal 
for a fabulous day on and in the 
water.

The Radeau Bleu accommodates 
up to 10 people, including children 
aged 7 years and up. Don't wait and 
take advantage of the launch offer 
at €420/$500 per day. 

NEW

Le Radeau Bleu | +590 690 51 15 79
Instagram: leradeaubleu | Website: leradeaubleu.com



A TASTE OF LOCAL LIFE

Spices are a vital ingredient in many styles of cooking, 
including Creole cuisine. Colombo curry power for the 
famous eponymous dish, allspice for those stews, bay rum 
tree for saucy dishes, and of course cinnamon for desserts.

You need to go to the right places if you want to season 
your food to perfection and leave with pleasant souvenirs 
for the cooks in your family. As it happens, Marigot is one of 
the best places to buy spices. The seafront stalls are full of 
fruits and vegetables, but they also propose a wide range 
of spices. Next to the Courthouse and the Post Office, you’ll 
also find a colorful little shop called Spicy Milo, which 
specializes in all sorts of spices. 

Where to
buy spices?



ENJOY!

Lunch at Friar’s Bay
At Friar's Bay you’ll find a small beach sheltered from 
the ocean waves that’s very popular among families, 
swimmers, and sailing enthusiasts. But it’s also a great 
place to discover the local cuisine. You can relish the 
flavors of France and the Caribbean in the two beach 
restaurants, right by the water.

The Friar’s Bay Beach Café, a longtime institution on 
the island, where you’ll find salads, ribs, grilled fish, and 
other traditional dishes, as well as beach chairs right on 
the beach. Next door, the 978 Beach opened recently 
and serves typical Creole lunches of codfish accras, 
beef stew, dressed crab, etc. At the end of the day, you 
can enjoy tapas and cocktails to music, from 5pm to 
7pm, without even leaving the beach.

 @Friar’s Bay Beach Café, Here you’re somewhere else  

 @978 Beach lounge



A QUICK GETAWAY

Become the skipper of a boat
Spending a day on a boat is one thing that you just have to do 
while in St. Martin! The island’s different districts have plenty of 
boat rental companies proposing day and half-day excursions. 
Elodie and Nicolas receive travelers every day at Tropical Boat, 
their boating and water sports center at Port La Royale Marina 
in Marigot. There you can hire various types of unskippered 
vessels, whether or not you have a boating license. Cap Camarat, 
White Shark, a small rigid inflatable boat, with or without a 
cabin... Take your pick and take to the sea for a day exploring the 
turquoise waters of St. Martin. All their boats are equipped with 
a sunshade, a cooler, a Bluetooth radio, masks and snorkels, 
and floating water noodles. You can also hire tubing gear and 
floating mats.

After sailing for a while, you can drop anchor and enjoy the 
crystal-clear water and white sand, and perhaps even find a rock 
to dive off of. The surrounding beaches are perfect for snorkeling 
and you may even be lucky enough to spot a few turtles. Having 
made the most of the sun, the water, and the beach, you’ll return 
to your boat to spend a few hours riding the waves. And if that 
convinces you, Tropical Boat can also help you prepare for your 
boating license test.

Tropical Boat | Royal Marina, Marigot
Tel.: +590 690 63 06 41 
Facebook: Tropical boat sxm



THIS MONTH’S DEALS

After the “I am St. Martin Staycation” campaign's 
success last year, discount vouchers to be used at 
local businesses are back again this summer! A total 
of 13,000 discount vouchers valid for participating 
accommodations (for residents only), restaurants, 
tourism activities, and retailers will be made available 
to local and international customers. This fully local 
operation will once again help boost the region’s 
economy during the months of July and August.

Users must be aged 18 years and up, be local residents 
or staying on the island, and must sign up beforehand via 
the “Staycation St. Martin” app. Each user benefits from 
2 discount vouchers* per person and per category, in the 
form of QR Codes valid between July 1 and August 31. 
*conditions apply

Staycation: Discount Vouchers All Summer Long 



The seasons
on Saint Martin

Practical
TIPS

On St. Martin, it’s summer all year round. The island’s 
warm and humid climate offers temperatures that vary 
only slightly throughout the year. The average annual 
temperature on St. Martin is 80°F with peaks at 89°F and 
minimum temperatures rarely falling below 68°F. 
All the same, there are two distinct seasons, the dry season 
from December to April, and the wet season from May to 
November.

The so-called dry season is also the peak tourist period. At 
this time of year, morning and nighttime temperatures are 
lower, although they rarely fall below 68°F. During the wet 
season, temperatures are higher throughout the day, and 
there is more rainfall. This period also includes hurricane 
season, which is between June 1 and November 31. 



Three turtle species come to lay their eggs
on the beaches of St. Martin

Between March and November of every year, sea turtles arrive at St. Martin’s beaches to 
lay their eggs. Since 2009, the St. Martin Nature Reserve has coordinated a network of local 
volunteers who monitor the turtles’ nesting behavior. The purpose is to draw up an inventory 
of nesting spots and of the turtle species present on St. Martin. Three are listed to date: the 
green turtle, the hawksbill turtle, and, the largest and rarest, the leatherback turtle. 

You may come across the tracks of turtles that have come to nest on our beaches. The 
turtles’ favorite beaches are those of Terres Basses (Plum Bay and Long Bay) and 

Tintamarre, which are less frequented. 
Sea turtles are protected across all French territory. If they are stressed in 

the slightest during this critical period, the turtles can fail to lay 
or even destroy their eggs. Even when left undisturbed, 

only one turtle in every thousand will 
reach adulthood.

Did you know?
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