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For a moment of pure relaxation, make St. Martin your
vacation destination. In these troubled times, there’s
nothing quite like a few weeks by the beach to forget
the worries of everyday life. In this month’s newsletter,
we’re taking you to explore the Moho Stone trail and the
historical heritage of St. Martin. You’ll also discover the
excellent restaurants on the village square at Orient Bay,
where a unique gourmet experience awaits you.

Saint
Martin

and its Gems
Need to escape from it all? Why not give surfing a try? St.
Martin is the perfect place to try this sport – it just goes so
well with that vacation feeling. This newsletter is also full
of practical advice and little stories that reveal even more
about the Friendly Island and all its treasures.

THIS MONTH’S HIGHLIGHTS

World Music Day
Known as the “Fête de la Musique” in French, this event has
become an institution in France. It was created by the French
Ministry of Culture in 1982 and is celebrated on June 21. Since
its inception, this immensely popular event has been widely
exported. It brings towns and neighborhoods to life in the
evening, when musicians from all walks of life take their live
performances to the streets.
Naturally, on St. Martin, World Music Day is celebrated mostly
in the island’s bars and restaurants. Sometimes, an enormous
stage installed on the Marigot seafront invites local artists to
reveal their musical talents to the public. No doubt about it,
June 19-20, 2021 will be a weekend of partying and music!

Events Calendar
Salsa night every Thursday evening at the Yellow Sub (Orient Bay) | Musical drinks and tapas every Thursday evening at the
Waï (Orient Bay) | Breakfast with musical entertainment every Saturday morning at the Rainbow (Grand Case) | Jam session
every Saturday evening at L’Instant (Grand Case) | Creole musical brunch every Sunday morning at the 978 Sanctorum
(Rambaud)

NEW

Coco Beach: The Comeback
The Coco Beach reopened in December 2020 in Orient Bay,
fiercely determined to restore its image to its former glory.
The restaurant perfectly reflects the area's reputation as the
“St. Tropez” of the West Indies.
Open for lunch every day, the space has a pleasant, elegant
setting in tones of wood and white. It has four different bar and
dining areas: a deck room, gazebos, tables on the beach, and a
lounge area with booth seats. The chef and his team prepare
hearty, gourmet meals based on updated French classics and
specials with a Creole twist.
Every Friday night, the Coco Beach opens to serve a fixed-price
dinner menu that includes a starter, main, and dessert for €49.
On Sundays, a DJ brings the beach to life for the entire afternoon.
Besides its ambition to become a top restaurant once again, the
Coco Beach also promises a great party atmosphere. Although
the team is currently subject to COVID restrictions, they hope
to be able to host more musical events and get you back on the
dancefloor again soon.
Tel. +590 690 64 14 94
Facebook: @CocoBeachStMartin

THIS MONTH’S DEALS

Staycation: Discount Vouchers All Summer Long
After the “I am St. Martin Staycation” campaign's
success last year, discount vouchers to be used at
local businesses are back again this summer! A total
of 13,000 discount vouchers valid for participating
accommodations (for residents only), restaurants,
tourism activities, and retailers will be made available
to local and international customers. This fully local
operation will once again help boost the region’s
economy during the months of July and August.

Users must be aged 18 years and up, be local residents
or staying on the island, and must sign up beforehand via
the “Staycation St. Martin” app. Each user benefits from
2 discount vouchers* per person and per category, in the
form of QR Codes valid between July 1 and August 31.
*conditions apply

Exploring
Moho
Stone Trail
In the Orleans District, a recently cleared hiking trail leads to a
curious prehistoric stone. Moho Stone is 8.2 feet long and just
over 3 feet wide. It is one of the three indigenous petroglyphs
known on St. Martin to date.
Well before Europeans discovered the West Indies, the
Caribbean archipelago was occupied for thousands of years
by pre-Columbian ethnic groups, the Arawaks and the Caribs.
Throughout the West Indian islands, rock drawings are among
the vestiges of their presence here. Also known as petroglyphs,
this kind of art started being inventoried in the archipelago in the
1930s.
Moho Stone was discovered by Roland Richardson in 1986.
This bluish, elongated volcanic rock is dotted with at least 80
small circular depressions, known as cupules, spread across its
entire surface. These cupules are of varying sizes and depths
and thought to represent faces and various abstract patterns.
There are three deeper circular cavities at the top of the stone.
Slightly conical in shape, their purpose is unknown. They may
have served as polishing devices.

ENJOY YOUR MEAL!

Village Square
of Orient Bay

The Orient Bay village square is a must-do on the island of St.
Martin. It is packed with excellent restaurants that reflect the quality
and diversity of the island’s food scene. On this picturesque square
reminiscent of towns in the South of France, about a dozen gourmet
restaurants invite you to discover their cuisine from across the
world. Whether they specialize in French, Caribbean, Italian, Asian,
or another kind of cuisine, they all promise culinary experiences and
festive evenings like no other.
Singers and musicians are regularly invited to perform on the little
bandstand at the center of the square. It's everything you need for
a delicious evening to the sound of music. On Wednesdays, Fridays,
and Saturdays, from 6pm to 10pm, a dozen or so local craftspeople
display their creations on stalls set up on the square. Jewelry,
musical instruments, decorative items, and lovely souvenirs of your
stay on St. Martin, to keep at home or give to your loved ones.
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A QUICK GETAWAY

Learning to Surf
St. Martin is a very popular destination
among experienced surfers. The trade winds
get stronger in certain seasons, offering an
ideal playground for watersports fans. The
weather conditions vary regularly, allowing
beginners as well as seasoned surfers to
enjoy this sport.
The water is warm and the waves are present
all year round, making St. Martin the perfect
destination for surfing novices. Unlike other
spots around the world, St. Martin offers
real waves for beginners who won’t have to
start in the “foam”. This makes learning easier,
progress faster, and those first sensations
more pleasant. Two clubs propose beginner
and practice sessions.
Galion Bay, for example, has a perfect spot
created by a coral reef that generates some
fabulous waves. The surf club by the beach
will take you there by boat. The beach at
Petites Cayes, also known as Wilderness, is
a technically challenging spot that attracts
more experienced surfers. The beaches of
Mullet Bay and Plum Bay also become surf
spots when the weather conditions allow.
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Saint Martin Surf Club: @SaintMartinSurfClub | +590 690 34 21 85
SXM Surf Explorer: @SXM.Surf.Explorer | +590 690 62 68 28

Learn all about
St. Martin’s
Swing Bridges
Sandy Ground Bridge

Practical

TIPS

There are two swing bridges, the one in Sandy
Ground on the French side, and the one in
Simpson Bay on the Dutch side, so boats
can access Simpson Bay lagoon. The lagoon
itself is divided in two by a third bridge called
Causeway Bridge. The bridges open on a
regular basis to let boats through, stopping
traffic momentarily each time. To avoid being
taken by surprise, check out opening times for
the different bridges.
Sandy Ground Bridge (French side, as you
leave Marigot and head towards Nettlé Bay)
• Monday to Saturday: 9am – 5pm
• Closed Sundays and public holidays
(Subject to change during construction work)
Simpson Bay Bridge (Dutch side)
• 7 days a week
• Outbound traffic: 8:30am / 10:30am / 4pm
• Inbound traffic: 9:30am / 11:30am / 3pm / 5pm
Causeway Bridge
(between Marigot and the airport)
• 7 days a week: • 8:15am / 9:45am / 10:15am /
11:45am / 3:15pm / 3:45pm / 5:15pm

Simpson Bay Bridge

Did you know?
Simpson Bay Lagoon is one
of the largest inner lagoons of the West Indies
The island of St. Martin has a number of lagoons and Simpson Bay's is the most significant. It is
one of the largest inner lagoons in the West Indies, and the only one that is navigable. The border
between the French and Dutch parts of the island crosses the center of the lagoon. The lagoon
connects with the Caribbean Sea via a narrow channel leading to Nettlé Bay.
Simpson Bay Lagoon is regularly visited by some of the most famous megayachts,
such as the Limitless which belongs to Les Wexner, the American billionaire and
former CEO of Victoria’s Secret. The Eclipse, the most expensive yacht
in the world when it was launched, is too wide to enter the
lagoon and has to anchor out at sea.
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Saint
Martin

St. Martin

Tourist Office
10 rue du Général de Gaulle
Marigot, 97150 Saint Martin
Tel.: +590 590 87 57 21
e-mail: contact@st-martin.org
@iledesaintmartin

@discoversaintmartin

